
Running a SATA cable through a hole in your computer chassis to an external drive
is a viable option, but it requires some caution and planning. Here's what you need to
know:

Things to consider:

● SATA cable length: Standard SATA cables are typically only 1 meter long,
which may not be enough to reach an external drive depending on your setup.
You can use a longer cable, but it's important to ensure it is a high-quality
cable to avoid signal integrity issues.

● Opens in a new window
● www.startech.com
● sata cable
● Power supply: Your external drive will need a power supply. You can either

use a dedicated power adapter or connect it to a spare SATA power connector
from your computer's power supply unit (PSU) using a SATA power extension
cable.

● Opens in a new window
● www.flipkart.com
● sata power extension cable
● Cooling: External drives can generate heat, so it's important to ensure

adequate ventilation. You may need to add a fan to the external enclosure or
use a drive with its own cooling system.

● Safety: Be careful when routing the SATA cable through the hole in your
chassis to avoid damaging the cable or any other components.

Steps:

1. Choose a location for the hole. Make sure the location is clear of any internal
components and cables.

2. Drill a hole in the chassis. The size of the hole should be large enough to
accommodate the SATA cable and power connector.

3. De-burr the hole. Use a file or sandpaper to remove any sharp edges that
could damage the cable.

4. Route the SATA cable and power connector through the hole. Make sure the
cables are not kinked or damaged.

5. Connect the SATA cable and power connector to the external drive.
6. Secure the external drive. You can use double-sided tape, Velcro, or a

mounting bracket.
7. Test the external drive. Make sure it is recognized by your computer and that

you can access the data on it.

https://www.startech.com/en-eu/cables/sata12ra1
https://www.startech.com/en-eu/cables/sata12ra1
https://www.flipkart.com/ultrabytes-power-sharing-cable-1-5-0-2-m-sata-extension-15-pin-male-2-x-female-y-splitter-adapter/p/itmaedf40f92bcc0
https://www.flipkart.com/ultrabytes-power-sharing-cable-1-5-0-2-m-sata-extension-15-pin-male-2-x-female-y-splitter-adapter/p/itmaedf40f92bcc0


Additional tips:

● Use a right-angled SATA cable to make it easier to route the cable through the
hole.

● Use a cable grommet to protect the cable from wear and tear.
● Label the SATA cable and power connector to avoid confusion.
● Consider using an external enclosure for your external drive. This will protect

the drive from dust and damage and also provide additional cooling.

Here are some helpful resources:

● How to Connect an Internal Hard Drive to an External Enclosure:
https://nerdtechy.com/best-usb-sata-adapter

● How to Add More Storage to Your PC:
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tvi4AsNPqfE

By following these tips, you can safely and securely run a SATA cable through a hole
in your computer chassis to an external drive.

https://nerdtechy.com/best-usb-sata-adapter
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=tvi4AsNPqfE

